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Gorbachev May
Press Drive to
Split U.S., Allies

By NORMAN KEMPSTER,
Times Staff Writer

WASHINGTON~The selection

of suave and vigorous Mikhail S.
Gorbachev as the new Soviet chief
after years of aging and feeble
leadership may strengthen Mos-
. cow's efforts to drive a wedge’
between the United States and its
allies but is not likely to result in
much substantive change in Soviet

- policy, U.S. experts said Monday. .
These specialists expect Gor-
bachev to adopt a conciliatory line
toward Western Europe—where’
he made inroads last December
with a successful trip to Britain—

and a harsh tone toward the United

States. B : o

“If one faces an alliance, one:
should try to split it,” said Walter
Laqueur, a senior staff member of

both the Center for Strategic and .

International Studies at George-
town University and the Institute
of Contemporary History in Lon-
. don. . :

Little Immediate Impact
Beyond atmospherics, the lead-
ership change is not expected to
have much immediate impact on
Soviet foreign policy, which was
the product of group decisions
within the ruling Politburo
throughout the tenure of President
Konstantin U. Chernenko, who
died Sunday. . .,
. U.S. experts believe Gorbachev
" will devote the next year or so to
the critical task of solidifying his
own position atop the Soviet hier-
archy before turning his attention
" to major changes in either foreign
or domestic policy.

“The Soviets are becoming sen-
sitive to the fact that all over the
world the Soviet Union is perceived
as a power in decline,” said Arnold
Horelick, director of the '
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